
TGC Fellow Unit Template * 
Prepared by:    Roma Stutts                                                                  School/Location:  Sullivan Middle School 

Subject:      Spanish  (novice level)                   Grade:     8               Unit Title:    Mi vida escolar                             Time Needed:  5 - 6 weeks 

Unit Summary:  Students will learn vocabulary and structures necessary to discuss a typical day at school in the target language.  They will 
research schools in other countries and compare and contrast those schools with their own.  They will contact another school via e-pals 
and communicate directly with students of a similar age or proficiency level who are learning English.  

Stage 1 Desired Results 
ESTABLISHED GOALS: 
G1 Students will discuss daily schedules, classes, 
teachers, and classroom activities in the target 
language using appropriate vocabulary and sentence 
structures.  
G2 Students will research the education system in 
the a country of their choice focusing on such 
factors as whether public education is available, to 
what level is education free, what costs (if any) are 
associated with public education, and present these 
findings in their native language.  
G3 Students explore inequities in education and 
discuss how access to education may be influenced 
by economic conditions, gender, or religion and 
present these findings in their native language.  
G4 Students will complete a writing assignment in 
the target language describing their typical school 
day and describing a typical day in the life of a 
student in a different country.  
 
SC Curriculum Standards for World Language 
NL.IL.2 I can occasionally understand isolated words 
that I have memorized, particularly when 
accompanied by gestures or pictures. 
NL.IR.2 I can connect some words, phrases or 
characters to their meanings. 
NL.IC.3 I can answer a few simple questions. 
N.CPP.2 I can identify some common practices 
related to home and community life of other 
cultures and my own. 
 
SC Curriculum Standards for Language Arts 
7-3.1 Use context clues (for example, those that 

Transfer  

Students will be able to independently use their learning to…(real world purpose) 
T1.  Investigate the world beyond their immediate environment. 
T2.  Recognize perspectives. 
T3.  Communicate ideas effectively in the target language.  
 
 
 

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS 
U1  Schools in other countries may be similar 
or quite differently from those in the US.  
U2  Children from other countries may have 
different access to educational opportunities, 
but may also share many commonalities.    
 

  

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  
E1 What factors contribute to one’s access to 
education? 
E2 How do circumstances such as 
socioeconomic status or geographical 
environment affect children’s educational 
opportunities? 

  

Acquisition 

Students will know… (Content) 
K1 how to discuss their classes and schedules 
(class names, time) 
K2 How to discuss typical classroom activities 
performed by themselves and others (regular 
verb conjugation) 
K3 How to describe their teachers and classes 
(adjectives, noun/adjective agreement) 
K4 Similarities and differences between their 
daily school routine and a school in a Spanish 
speaking country. 
  

Students will be able to… (Skills) 
S1 Research a topic  
S2 Engage in correspondence with a student 
in another country 
S2 Analyze results of research and draw 
conclusions 
S3 Describe similarities between another 
culture and their own using the target 
language.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



provide an example, a definition, a restatement, or a 
comparison/contrast) to generate the meanings of 
unfamiliar and multiple-meaning words. 
7-5.1 Create informational pieces (for example, 
book, movie, or product reviews and news reports) 
that use language appropriate for a specific  
audience.  
7 - 6.1 Clarify and refine a research topic. 
7 - 6.2 Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or 
summaries to incorporate into written, oral, 
auditory, or visual works the information gathered 
from a variety of research sources. 
7 - 6.3 Use a standardized system of documentation 
(including a list of sources with full publication 
information and the use of in-text citations) to 
properly credit the work of others.  
7 - 6.4 Use vocabulary that is appropriate for the 
particular audience or purpose. 
7 - 6.5 Use appropriate organizational strategies to 
prepare written works, oral and auditory 
presentations, and visual presentations. 
7- 6.6 Select appropriate graphics, in print or 
electronic form, to support written works, oral 
presentations, and visual presentations. 
7- 6.7 Use a variety of print and electronic reference 
materials. 
7- 6.8 Design and carry out research projects by 
selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, 
accessing resources, and selecting and organizing 
information.  
 
SC Curriculum Standards for Social Studies (note 
that standards are from earlier grade level) 
1 - 1.2 Compare schools and neighborhoods that are 
located in different settings around the world.  
1 - 4.1 Illustrate different elements of community 
life, including typical jobs; the interdependence of 
family, school, and the community; and the 
common methods of transportation and 
communication.  

 
 
 
 
 



1 - 4.2 Compare the daily lives of families together in 
America and across the world, including the roles of 
family members; typical food, clothing, and 
shelter; and the ways that families earn a living. 
 
 
GLOBAL COMPETENCY: 
Investigate the world 
Recognize perspectives 
Weigh Perspectives 
 
RESOURCES:    
teacher created presentations and activities 
Promethean board  
student iPads 
dry erase boards and markers or dry erase app on 
iPads 
beanbag 
pencils and paper 
maps 
Camino a la escuela 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=waSI4yFR-CU 
(20 minute version) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6HAexs83Ag 
(6 minute version) 
A laptop per child - Uruguay 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxMLDZN77uo 
(29 minutes) 
Un Día en Mi Colegio 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQfb_PFL-L8 
(elmentary – 7 minutes) 
Conjugemos https://conjuguemos.com/  
 

Stage 2 - Evidence 
Assessment Evaluation Criteria (Learning Target or Student Will Be Able To) 

Assessments FOR Learning: (ex: kwl chart,  exit 
ticket, observation, draft, rehearsal) 

 Students will use KWL charts to activate prior 
knowledge and craft meaningful questions 

 Students will have learned the verb tener que and classroom activities such as, leer, escribir, 
escuchar, etc. in 6th and 7th grade.  Also, they will already know the names of core and 
elective classes in Spanish.  The new concept will be conjugating –ar, -er, and –ir verbs, 
rather than using the infinitive forms of the verbs with tener que.  The teacher will use 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=waSI4yFR-CU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6HAexs83Ag
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxMLDZN77uo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQfb_PFL-L8
https://conjuguemos.com/


about an aspect of culture prior to the lesson.  
Afterwards students will review the chart to 
determine what questions were answered.  

 The teacher will toss a beanbag to each student 
in the room for quick question/answer activities.  

 Students will use dry erase boards to 
demonstrate their understanding of different 
concepts such a proper conjugation, 
noun/adjective agreement or writing simple 
sentences.  

 Students will use flash cards or games on Quizlet 
to monitor their own mastery of the unit 
vocabulary. 

 Students will practice simple conversations 
using inner/circle, outer circle - in which 
students work with one partner, then one of the 
circles rotates so that each student has a new 
partner with whom to repeat the practice.  
 

questioning, observation, and daily warm up activities to determine what the students 
know/remember 

 Students will have learned noun/adjective agreement in other contexts.  The teacher will 
use questioning, observation, and daily warm up activities to determine what the students 
know/remember.  

 Students will use actual dry erase boards or apps on their iPads to demonstrate ability to 
conjugate the verb regular verbs or write simple sentences in Spanish.  This method allows 
the teacher to quickly evaluate a whole class to see which students are struggling and what 
element of a lesson needs further explanation.  

 Students will engage in interviews and conversations with fellow students to practice 
vocabulary and sentence structures while teacher circulates and provides feedback as 
necessary.  

 Student will exchange e-mails with students in another country writing in the target 
language, using concepts learned in this and previous units. 

 
 
 

Assessment OF Learning: (ex: performance task, 
project, final paper) 

 Students will create a presentation in which 
they will compare and contrast their own typical 
school day with that of a student in another 
country using the target language.   

 Students will watch a video and read a transcript 
regarding challenges faced by young people 
whose life circumstances make going to school 
difficult.  Students will identify cognates, and 
answer comprehension questions about main 
idea and supporting details.  

 Students will explore education in a country of 
their choice and answer questions such as 
whether free public education is available and 
for how long, whether there are restrictions 
based on religion or gender, whether child labor 
practices prevent some children from attending 
school, etc.  

 

 The presentation will be assessed via rubric.  Students are to use correct grammatical 
structures to introduce a person, state their age, and tell what leisure activities they like 
and don't like.  The presentation will also be evaluated for pronunciation. 

 The reading and writing assignment will be evaluated by whether students are able to use 
cognates and context clues to accurately answer the comprehension questions.  

 The cultural lesson will be evaluated by rubric based on MYB assessment criteria.  Criteria 
will include clarity and relevance of information, organization, and detail of lesson.  



 

TGC FELLOWS UBD Lesson Template 
 

Lesson Title:  A typical School Day   Subject:      Spanish      Prepared by:  Roma Stutts 
 
Materials Needed:  promethean board, chart paper, markers 
Websites needed:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxMLDZN77uo 
 
Global Competency: Recognize perspectives 

Where is the lesson going? 
(Learning Target or SWBAT) 

SWBAT discuss how the use of technology enhances or detracts 
from their own education, and compare their perspective to those of 
students in Uruguay.  

Hook: Brainstorm – What technology do you use to learn?  
 

Tailored Differentiation: 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 
Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction ( Make this a useful outline or summary of your unit, your daily lesson plans will be separate) 
 
UNIT PROGRESSION 
1. review of previously learned vocabulary and structures (classes, verbs for classroom activities) using images, video from the text, Avancemos and 

pantomime.  
2. view videos form Avencemos and compare and contrast their school from the school in the video (uniforms, teachers changing class instead of 

students, courses offered, etc.) 
3. expansion of vocabulary - additional classroom activities and adjectives that describe teachers or classes (interesting, boring, demanding, fun, etc.) 
4. use Quizlet flash cards to review and practice vocabulary (15 minutes in class, then as a tool for study outside of class) 
5. use Conjugemos to practice conjugation of regular verbs 
6. use dry-erase boards or dry erase apps on iPads to practice complete sentences using activity vocabulary and to practice conjugation of regular 

verbs 
7. view video about student computers in Uruguay; discuss how their own school experience changed when our district issued all students iPads 
8. interview classmates in target language to ask their schedules and specific classes 
9. watch a video about students walking to school over rugged terrain in Peru, and struggles faced by the teacher and their own school; discuss any 

similarities in their own school experience and those of the children, and what they learn that is surprising 
10. use iPads to play Kahoot review game for vocabulary and sentence structures; take quiz on Socrative 
11. students will work in groups to research daily life of students in a particular country; using websites created in the US and the target country, and 

exchange via e-mail or skype, they will explore typical activities and sports as well as average socioeconomic status; they will compare their school 
experience with those of those in their study and prepare a lesson about their country to present to the rest of the class.  

 
*adapted from Understanding by Design Model 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxMLDZN77uo


Students will warm up with a think-pair-share activity in which they 
list all the ways they use technology to learn at school or home.  
First they will have 1 minute to make an individual list, then pair up 
with a partner to expand the list, then share items they listed.  
 

 challenging vocabulary will 
be discussed prior to viewing 
video 

 students will have a viewing 
guide to help them identify 
key concepts in video Equip: 

 Students will find Uruguay on a world map and locate the flag 
among the flags of all Spanish speaking countries hanging in the 
classroom.  

 Students will discuss vocabulary and guiding questions, then 
watch the first 4 minutes of a video about the Laptops for All 
Students program in Uruguay.  

 Students will work in small groups to discuss their observations 
of the school featured in the first part of the video, focusing on 
the use of technology, and how it compares to their own 
experience.  One student will serve as secretary.  

 Students will watch another 3 minute segment of the video 
(13:00 to 16:00) regarding disadvantages of the laptops.   

 The same small groups will discuss whether they have similar 
challenges in their own experience and how these challenges 
might be overcome.  One student will serve as secretary.  

 Each group will create a comparison/contrast poster, or graphic 
of their own design to demonstrate how their school experience 
compares with the students they observed in the video.  

Rethink and revise: 

Students often think that all students from South America are poor.  
Even some Latino students, because of their personal stories, 
assume that all other Latino students are relatively poor.  The video 
shows students from poor and affluent homes, and states that the 
uniforms are used to hide class differences.  It also states that all 
students should have access to technology regardless of their 
socioeconomic status.  Students can discuss how these ideas are 
mirrored at our school.  

Evaluate:  

 While students are engaged in group discussions, the teacher 
will circulate among the groups, monitoring discussions, asking 
questions related to the discussion, and providing feedback as 
necessary.  



 Comparison /contrast posters will be evaluated for clarity, 
organization, and relevance of ideas. 

 

Notes:  

Organization:  

Students will use their 
notebooks for think/pair/share 
activity 
Teacher will have promethean 
board ready to take notes from 
brainstorming and prepare a link 
to go straight to the video.  
Viewing guides will be copied 
and ready to hand out.  
Chart paper and markers will be 
available to hand out after 
discussions.  
 
 

 

 

 


